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Voting in ND?
Have a valid ID?
• Driver’s license
• Non-driver’s ID card
• Tribal ID card
• Student ID Certificate
• Long-term Care Certificate
Must include name
ND residential address
Date of birth

or call 800-352-0867, Option 6
vote.nd.gov
Everything you need to know about
voting in North Dakota is at:
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riculture in my mind. I believe we need a 
little more of Art Link’s legacy in North 
Dakota — a leader that made sure we 
harvested the coal that was underneath 
the ground but still took care of the top 
soil. Made sure we could farm and ranch 
that land again. I want to be that kind of 
Agriculture Commissioner. 

I think when Art said that “ ... let 
those who follow (and) repopulate the 
land be able to say that our grandparents 
did their job well,” when the landscape 
is quiet again — we need that again in 
North Dakota and that is what I intend 
to provide.

Question 3: North Dakota has en-
tered into new heights with oil and 
gas. What are your views, platforms 
and thoughts on the size of the cur-
rent Industrial Commission?

Goehring: Well it does present some 
problems once in a while when you have 
a three person board. But it’s been work-
ing for over a hundred years in the state 
of North Dakota. 
We started off with 
the Bank of North 
Dakota and state 
mill and elevator. 
We have the public 
fi nance authority; 
we have the hous-
ing fi nance agency, 
pipeline author-
ity, transmission 
authority; we have 
the Department of 
Mineral Resources. 
We oversee quite a 
bit, but the reality 
is we get it done. 

I think the blend 
and the mix of who 
sits on the Indus-
trial Commission 
is the right blended mix. We have the 
Governor, who serves as the chairman. 
We have the Attorney General, who 
understands the laws and brings that 
knowledge to the table. And we have the 
Agriculture Commissioner who under-
stands land, who understand agriculture 
interests and — with respect think of the 
state of North Dakota — over 90 percent 
of the land in North Dakota is owned 
and operated by farmers and ranchers. 

So almost everything that is going to 
happen out there, economically, is going 
to have an impact on those people. The 
Agriculture Commissioner should be 
there. I don’t know who else you would 
bring into the mix that would represent 
anyone else because these are the one who 
are responsible for some of the economic 
drivers in our state, but the are respon-
sible for the use of the resource and the 
development of that resource. And since 
land is tied to every bit of it defi nitely the 
Agriculture Commissioner needs to have 
that seat there and that spot. I think we 

have a good mix, I think it works well. 
I believe we’ve done a good job, we 

still have some challenges to meet and 
we will continue to meet those and over-
come them. But our job for the most part 
is regulatory and enforcement in nature 
and the legislature develops those laws 
and gives the industrial commission the 
authority to do what it is we do.

Taylor: On the size of the Industrial 
Commission, since 1919 we’ve had three 
members, the Governor, the Attorney 
General and the Agriculture Commis-
sioner. I think it lends a lot of credibility 
to the fact that North Dakotans think so 
much of agriculture that we placed the 
agriculture commissioner on the Indus-
trial Commission, overseeing not only oil 
and gas, but Bank of North Dakota and 
the state mill and elevator, the housing 
fi nance agency, which, talk about a criti-
cal component of energy development in 
North Dakota is having housing. 

I think the traditional make up of 
the commission has stood the test of 
time, and those three members can get 

the work done. I 
do believe work-
ing with staff who 
would serve on oil 
and gas within the 
Housing Finance 
Agency, we need to 
bolster those places 
that have increased 
their workload 
greatly. And the 
right leaders on the 
Industrial Com-
mission would 
make sure they 
got the resources 
they need to get 
the job done. But 
I do think having 
myself at that table 
on the Industrial 

Commission, make sure that questions 
are asked that there is a little extra day-
light in that room. 

It’s Gen. (George S.) Patton who said, 
“When everyone is thinking the same, 
someone’s not thinking.” And I do think 
we need to have balance on that com-
mission because these are decisions that 
will affect us for generations to come 
and I think we can do that with the three 
members that are there with myself at the 
table.

❑ ❑ ❑ 

Jason Spiess is a multi-media journal-
ist and host of Building the Bakken Radio. 
Building the Bakken Radio can be heard 
in Bismarck on SuperTalk KLXX 1270AM 
on Sundays at 10am CT. To see if your lis-
tening area carries the radio program or 
see the entire Building the Bakken Media 
Network, visit www.buildingthebakken.
com. Spiess can be contacted at jason@
buildingthebakken.com.

“I think we need an Ag 
Commissioner that can 
bring people together and 
I believe I have a track 
record in that. And also 
someone who cannot only 
communicate well about 
agriculture and the impor-
tance of it in our economy,”
– Ag Commissioner candidate Ryan Taylor
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