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One of the main focal points for 
Building the Bakken is the community 
aspect. The physical building as well as 
the relationship dynamics an oil boom 
brings. These days, the discourse and 
conversations become dominated by 

business and corporate speak. Unfortu-
nately during recessions and economic 
recovery, the public conversation be-
comes driven by jobs and money, muff-
ing the community building’s voice. This 
doesn’t necessarily mean the building 
and community spirit is not alive and 
well, only the media and the public’s at-
tention is focused on revenues, polls and 
line graphs.

Since virtually every American works 
in some form or another, the use of a 
dollar is an easy common point of rel-
evancy. Much like the weather in in-
terpersonal interactions. Spanning the 
timeline of history, the dollar is merely 
another symbol or tool for bartering in 
order to build communities. There was a 
time of Renaissance when art and music 
was considered the currency of the day 
and in the 17th century, the Dutch used 
the tulip bulb instead of the C-Note. 

Like the tulips bulbs and the silver 
dollar, societies and communities shift 
and adapt in order to create new cul-
tures. That is currently happening in 
North Dakota. The capital investments 
are making the headlines, but the people 
living and working in the state are creat-
ing the New North Dakota. 

Looking back at some of the inter-
views, articles and features from 2014, it 
seems appropriate to focus on the com-
munity building taking place and take a 
moment to stop and smell the roses, or 
perhaps the tulips.

Lorin Bakken (The only child of Hen-
ry and Lois (Ulvin) Bakken and the 
grandson of Norwegian immigrants 
Otto L. and Mary (Olson) Bakken.)

“I was born in the old hospital in 
Stanley, North Dakota. Other than that, 
I have been here (Tioga) all the time. I 
hope that the Bakken name continues to 
be used fairly and treated with respect. 
My family and I have been so honored 
by all of this.”

Terry Barden, mayor of Zap 
“A good friend, Chuck Straub, he 

works at the bank in Hazen, he actu-

ally headed it. He was the editor for the 
Fargo newspaper. That’s actually where it 
started. It was the Fort Lauderdale of the 
North and they had kids coming from 
everywhere. It got a little carried away 
and the mayor got nervous and called 
in the National Guard. Even at our 100 
year celebration this past June all anyone 
wanted to talk about was the Zip to Zap 
and nothing about the 100 years. I guess 
we are really well known for that.

“My wife runs the store and business 
has picked up which is great, but she 
hates the traffi c. The transload comes 
in between Beulah and Zap on Highway 
200 so you see a lot of trucks coming and 
going there. A lot of chips in the wind-
shields”

Raymond Gentry, owner of Dakota 
Loan and Pawn, Dickinson resident

“There are guys who have been com-
ing up to the oil patch to work for say 
$25-an-hour, while they are paying 
$2000-a-month rent. After a year they 
sit back and say ‘I can work at home for 
$15-an-hour and pay $500-a-month rent 
and I’ll live just as good and be close to 
family.’ So they’ll cut back and go home 
after giving it a year’s go.”

Amanda Person, paleontologist, 
Beaver Creek Archaeology

“We have a lot more invertebrates, 
especially in the Bakken. Like clams and 
those sort of invertebrates more so, but 
we do have dinosaurs in North Dakota. 
During the Cretaceous time, when di-
nosaurs were here, North Dakota was 
covered by an inland sea called the Cre-

taceous Western Interior Seaway. So we 
have a lot of fi sh fossils, a lot of Mosa-
saurs, which were large marine reptiles.

“So essentially when an oil company 
wants to put in a drill pad or an access 
road or a fl ow line we are one of the fi rst 
people to come in. Archaeologists do 
cultural resource surveys, where we walk 
the grounds. Walk across the well pad 
and look for cultural resources. In North 
Dakota there are a lot of stone features. 
Stone rings, stone cairns, a lot of them 
are sacred sites and that’s something 
we just can’t move. So we will move the 
pad.”

Mike McEnroe, North Dakota 
Wildlife Federation

“It (the oil boom) is even bringing 
in more people who are interested in 
hunting and fi shing out there. So we are 
seeing an increased demand at the same 
time we are seeing habitat impacts and 
decreased populations.”

Steve Holen, president of the North 
Dakota Association of Oil and Gas 
Producing Counties and superinten-
dent of schools in Watford City

“We have six portable classrooms that 
are elementary schools. We are scheduled 
to have our new high school done by the 
winter of 2015, but in the meantime we 
have six portable classrooms and it’s very 
likely we could double that next year un-
til we get that building fi nished. We have 
had discussions of how to connect them 
to buildings due to the dynamic of North 
Dakota winter s and you have students 
going in and out, going the bathroom. 
Getting services out to these areas and 
just simple safety concerns with getting 
codes, and so forth, out to the tempo-
rary structures. It’s not easy, but in this 
dynamic you have to do it but you just 
don’t want it to be long term.”

Ross Myran, Taylor, resident, 
The Blue Ribbon Band

“I think people underestimate how 
many things there are to do out in the 
oil patch. People complain there isn’t 
enough nightlife and things like that. 
But, it’s like I said before, you make your 
own action around here.”

RC Neset, Tioga resident, 
Neset Consulting Services

“My family homesteaded here over 
100 years ago. Dad start working in the 
oil fi elds at age 16, he met my mom at 
age 32 and we all have worked out here 
ever since. Currently, I assist mom. I will 
do everything from construction to re-
search and development. A lot of prob-
lem solving, depends on the day. I grew 
up here back when it was so and it was a 
farming community. There was a lot of 
people who worked in the oil fi elds still 
around, but they were farming or doing 
something else. It was a lot more laid 

back.”

Vicky Steiner, Dickinson resident, 
North Dakota Legislature

“I have lived in Dickinson since 1978 
and went through the ’80s oil boom. I 
was married and went through some 
pretty lean times there. We had excess 
housing capacity, the price of housing 
went down and overall it was some pret-
ty tough years.”

Lynn Helms, director, North Dakota 
Department of Mineral Resources

“That left a permanent imprint on 
me (growing up in a rural environ-
ment). When you spend the fi rst 18 years 
of your life farming and ranching you 
learn about the prairie, wildlife and eco-
systems. I spent as much time doing that 
as I did in the oil and gas industry, and 
both those really color my view of how 
this industry should interact with the 
environment and geography. And how it 
should move forward.”

Travis Jordan, president, MT Rig Mats
“I recently presented at an oil show 

in Williston on the results of our rig 
mat research. During the presentation I 
couldn’t resist throwing in a quote from 
our production manager’s grandfather, 
which really help set the stage for what 
we are trying to communicate and ac-
complish. ‘An engineer is someone who 
tells you to solve a problem you didn’t 
know you had in a way you don’t under-
stand.’”

Karen Alderman Harbert, president 
and CEO of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce’s Institute for 21st Century 
Energy (Institute)

“The EPA, through its regulatory 
agenda, is being able to affect every ele-
ment of the economy. If you are a farmer 
and you want to put something on your 
land and you have water, you are going 
to have to get a permit from the EPA. If 
you want to build a hospital, a school, 
anything like that you will have to get 
a permit from the EPA. This is where 
all of this is going. I don’t think that is 
what the American public envisioned 
their government doing to support the 
growth of their economy was to manage 
it on every level.”

Steve McNally, general manager, 
Hess Corporation

“The process you go through is very 
consistent with these booms. You have a 
lot of smart people in the good ol’ USA. 
We have a lot of smart people working 
in this industry, and we have a lot of 
smart people in this room who represent 
businesses in the industry. Landowners, 
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Lorin Bakken waves to the attendees at the 
Million Barrels Million Thanks celebration on 
June 25.
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