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Over the past several years the natural 
gas plays have transformed how energy 
and manufacturing is operating in the 
United States. With substantial invest-
ments from CHS, ONEOK, Hess, MDU 

Resources and North Dakota LNG, the 
Bakken’s natural gas fi nancial validation 
continues. 

With all the construction, fl aring, 
pipelines and change happening in the 
state some wonder if it is worth it. Ven-
turing outside the trees of North Dakota 
and looking at the natural gas 
forest, you can see a global soci-
etal shift with the Bakken’s natu-
ral gas playing a signifi cant role. 

Recently, at the Rocky Moun-
tain Energy and Infrastructure 
Summit in Jackson Hole, Wyo., 
Ron Jibson, Chairman, Presi-
dent, CEO, Questar Corpora-
tion, spoke about the future of 
natural gas and its impact on 
energy. Jibson’s industry involve-
ment includes serving as chair-
man of the American Gas As-
sociation, immediate past chair 
of Western Energy Institute and he also 
serves on the Board of Gas Technology 
Institute. Over the years, Jibson has held 
the positions of executive vice president, 
vice president of operations, general 
manager of operations, operations man-
ager and director of engineering. He has 
been with Questar Corporation for the 
past 32 years where he started as a design 
engineer. Questar Gas Company distrib-
utes natural gas services to about 900,000 
customers in Utah, southern Idaho and 
southwestern Wyoming.

After his presentation, in an exclu-
sive interview, Jibson was asked whether 
other energy plays are experiencing the 
same level of natural gas activity like the 
Bakken energy play. Is 2014 the “Year of 
Natural Gas” for the country? 

“I think it is very applicable to us,” 
Jibson said. “It started prior to 2014, 
but obviously the shale plays have been 
a paradigm shift in our industry. We al-
ways knew there was gas in the shale, but 
we could not economically get that gas 
out. Now with the technology of hori-

zontal drilling and the continued abil-
ity to use fracking, fracking is not new, 
we’ve been doing it for 25 years, but with 
the technologies we are not only able to 
get the gas out of the shale but very eco-
nomically. Some of the lowest cost plays. 
And so as a result of that you know what 
an abundance of natural gas that we’ve 
never had before.”

Jibson continued contextualizing the 
milestones and magnitude of this mod-
ern day shale play.

“For many, many years, dating back 
to the 1970s with Pres. (Jimmy) Carter 
when he said the country would be out 
of gas in the next 8-10 years,” Jibson 
said. “He was right, we had an issue at 
the time, but as always, ingenuity and 
smart people found ways to change that 
and fi nd new ways to develop the natural 
resources and do it very effectively and 
prudently.”

Shifting gears, the conversation en-

tered the world of transportation. 
“We are behind a lot of countries in 

this regard,” Jibson said. “We got one foot 
into it back in the 90s, then with more 
computerized engines and different en-
gines and kits for conversions it made it 
diffi cult to continue that market. Plus I 
am not too sure the American public was 
ready for smaller vehicles and so forth.”

Jibson reset the conversation back to 
the abundance of natural gas and how 
it has allowed a “foundation” market to 
emerge in the automotive industry. 

“Again, because of the abundance of 
natural gas you now have what I would 
call the foundation market which is your 
mid-sized vehicles,” Jibson said. “These 
would be your trash hauling vehicles, 
your busses, commuter shuttles and so 
forth. Places where the economics are a 
fl at out no brainer. They are seeing tre-
mendous savings, again the abundance 
of natural gas makes that possible.”

Jibson pontifi cated that America’s 
transition to natural gas trash hauling 
vehicles may shift quickly over the next 

two years, indicating 70 percent is “very 
likely.” He continued saying the most 
current numbers he saw in the trash 
hauling vehicle niche was approximately 
49 percent.

“The medium, mid-sized vehicles, the 
transit busses and so forth, are defi nitely 
the foundation of this shift. The large 
vehicles, the big semi trucks, are now 
what I would call the emerging market. 
We are seeing tremendous results from 
companies like Swift Trucking and Cen-
tral Freight Lines, major companies like 
Frito Lay and Dart Transportation who 
have made major commitments to con-
vert large number of vehicles, who are 
buying the engines currently available in 
a 12-liter engine. We are seeing the truck-
ing industry really take hold of this.”

Jibson said costs are being reduced 
and major milestones and hurdles have 
recently been addressed.

“All the little issues are being resolved 
that were there originally,” Jib-
son said, “For example the issue 
of where to fuel — we are out 
building those kind of facilities 
in the right locations. How to fi ll 
— we are seeing the fi lling times 
of natural gas, both CNG and 
LNG, are it fi lled as quickly as 
diesel into the trucks. The driv-
ers love them and companies are 
starting to move that direction.

“I think truly in the United 
States, we’re seeing, fi nally, the 
needle move to a point where 
I think we are going to be very 

competitive in the rest of the world and 
we will see this market continue to grow 
and develop.”

Jibson offered an update on the direc-
tion of passenger vehicles, too. 

“Passenger vehicles are probably the 
market that is being pulled along right 
now. I think we are going to need to see 
home refueling at a very economic rate 
and technology, there are devices cur-
rently available, but we need to get the 
price down on home refueling units. 
When that happens I think you will also 
see the passenger market also take off.”

Home fueling stations are exactly how 
it sounds according to Jibson. 

“These units are attached directly to 
the home natural gas system, does not 
take any different pipelines, doesn’t take 
a different service line in the home, it just 
needs to be tapped into it,” Jibson said. 
“They are slow fi ll. So the concept is with 
a lot of the new vehicles being intro-
duced by Detroit, we are starting to see 
passenger vehicles that are dual fuel.”

Jibson said the majority of the miles 

American’s put on their vehicles are 
commuter miles.

“So the philosophy is that you have 
a vehicle, that say has a 150-mile range 
on natural gas, people can drive to work 
everyday, they come home and plug-in 
in their garage, by the next morning they 
have a full tank again ready to go,” Jibson 
said. “If they decide to drive outside the 
range of a natural gas fi lling station on 
the weekend, they can run on the gaso-
line in the dual fuel vehicle. It’s a great 
philosophy and can be done right on 
their home unit.”

Jibson said many natural gas util-
ity companies can supply, install and 
maintain these units. The charges vary 
depending on region and amount of ser-
vice required.

Jibson said it is an exciting time in 
America and the transportation trans-
formation is happening. 

“We are very excited to be a part of 
that,” Jibson said. “We are building these 
major facilities, literally from the West 
Coast to the East Coast in strategic loca-
tions. A lot of cities many people haven’t 
heard about, but they are major hubs for 
major trucking companies and we are 
going to see that market continue.”

❑ ❑ ❑ 

Jason Spiess is a multi-media journal-
ist and host of Building the Bakken Radio. 
Building the Bakken Radio can be heard in 
Bismarck on SuperTalk KLXX 1270AM on 
Sundays at 10am CT. To see if your listen-
ing area carries the radio program or see 
the entire Building the Bakken Media Net-
work, visit www.buildingthebakken.com. 
Spiess can be contacted at jason@build-
ingthebakken.com.
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Gas prices too high? Just wait

“I think truly in the United States, 
we’re seeing, fi nally, the needle move 
to a point where I think we are going 
to be very competitive in the rest of 
the world and we will see this market 
continue to grow and develop.”
– Questar Corporation Chairman, President, CEO Ron Jibson
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Ron Jibson speaks at the 2014 Rocky 
Mountain Energy and Infrastructure Summit 
in Jackson Hole, Wyo.


