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Western North Dakota natives Nate 
Moody and Landon Lechler have been 
riding the North Dakota boom as of late. 
Only their boom isn’t using words like 
gas and frac in the oil fi eld. Moody and 
Lechler, rather, are using the words pass 

and sack on the gridiron for the three-
time FCS National Champion North 
Dakota State University Bison.

One incredible chapter in North Da-
kota history that is playing out before our 
eyes involves the intersection or nexus of 
two booming stories. The Bakken Boom 
and the NDSU Boom.

The recent Championship victory 
over Towson has become yet another 
chapter in the successful story of NDSU’s 
transition to Division I. Three consecu-
tive FCS national 
championships, a 
legitimate reputa-
tion for knocking 
off FBS opponents 
and a fan base to 
rival SEC schools, 
are just a few of the 
chapters in the on-
going NDSU story. 
In fact, NDSU’s 
fan base is so well 
known, ESPN 
chose Fargo this 
past season as a 
host site for College 
GameDay, which 
is considered the pinnacle of collegiate 
broadcasts. North Dakota and NDSU 
are making their names known in many 
circles of life and industry. 

For Dickinson native Moody, the oil 
activity was just beginning when he left 
for NDSU to pursue an education in fi -
nance and play football. 

“I really didn’t grow up in it, I just 
saw the start of it during my high school 
years,” Moody said. “When I was a soph-
omore and junior I started noticing more 
people coming into Dickinson due to the 

oil activity.”
Since then, every trip home for 

Moody has been a memorable one. 
“Every time I go home now some-

thing is different,” Moody said. “A few 
more apartment complexes go up, I see 
a Menards is going up, every time I go 
home something is changing.”

Lechler also grew up in western North 
Dakota before moving to across the state 
to attend NDSU and play offensive tack-
le for the Bison. The Beach, N.D., native, 
recalls growing up in the community be-
fore the recent oil and gas activity.

“It was a great place to grow up,” 
Lechler said. “Small town atmosphere, 
everyone knows everyone, ag commu-
nity, good place to grow up.”

Lechler, a sophomore studying agri-
culture, returns home as much as he can 
to “help out on the family farm,” and has 
noticed some changes in the Beach com-
munity. 

“The oil activity has certainly changed 
things out there. It has its good and bads 
and people can argue all they want, but I 
think it has been good,” Lechler said. “It 
brings a lot of commerce in and people 
together.”

While Lecher 
was in the fi nal 
years of high school 
in Beach, Moody 
was in Fargo and 
started hearing of 
the growing pains 
in western North 
Dakota. Moody re-
calls hearing about 
a variety of issues 
in his hometown, 
knowing it was na-
tional news.

“When the oil 
activity fi rst came 
there was all this 

talk about gangs coming to town, rent 
was going up, older people who were 
retired couldn’t afford rent anymore,” 
Moody said. “But not a lot lately, I guess 
there’s good and bad when change hap-
pens.”

Moody’s recent trip home during 
holiday break stayed true showing signs 
of major change in his hometown of 
Dickinson. 

“There’s a new hospital that looks 
like it is going to open soon. There’s 
also a new clinic I haven’t seen before 

that looks like it is operational already,” 
Moody said. “More apartment buildings, 
more people and more diesel trucks.”

When asked if Moody is beginning 
to feel like a visitor in his hometown, 
Moody said, “Yeah, a bit. Whenever I go 
home the fi rst thing I do is take a drive 
around and see what is new, see what I 
missed, so yeah you could say that.” 

Moody’s foot-
ball schedule makes 
it diffi cult to watch 
his alumni, Dickin-
son High School, 
football team com-
pete, but he said he 
does make it back 
for a basketball 
game or two and 
still keeps in touch 
with some old 
friends from high 
school.

“I still keep in 
touch with old 
friends from high school and a couple 
work in the oil fi elds,” Moody said. “I 
have a really close friend who works in 
the oil fi eld and makes really good mon-
ey and is already starting his life through 
that business, so it is great for people like 
that.”

Moody added it has been fun to have 
the support of his friends with his foot-
ball endeavors. 

“My friend that works in the oil patch 
has a little one and is always dressing him 
up in NDSU onesies,” Moody said. “My 
friends have always been very supportive 
with me playing NDSU football. They 
are great friends.” 

Like Moody, Lechler still keeps in 
contact with friends and family back in 
western North Dakota too. Lechler said 
he has a solid supporting cast too.

“I keep in contact with a lot of guys I 
graduated with and keep in contact with 
relatives back there.” Lechler said. “I keep 
a pretty close eye on the home town and 
what is going on in Southwest North Da-
kota.”

During his last trip home for the holi-
days, Lechler noticed a few more changes 
in Golden Valley County. 

“Couple of guys moved into the lo-
cal hotel and turned it into an extended 
stay hotel (in Beach),” Lechler said. “Plus 
a few more businesses are going in, its 
good to see, but it’s different that’s for 

sure.”
Lechler added the traffi c surprised 

him during his most recent trip home 
this past holiday break. 

“The traffi c from Dickinson to 
Belfi eld was pretty thick as usual,” Lechler 
said. “When you got to the painted can-
yon the traffi c just kind of stopped. I was 
the only one on the interstate; it was kind 

of cool, kind of 
peaceful. I expect 
it to pick-up again 
soon.”

Like the oil 
and gas industry 
in North Dakota 
marching to a ma-
jor milestone of 
a million barrels, 
football programs 
and universities 
have milestones 
too. The number 
of milestones over 
the past decade for 

NDSU football are both remarkable and 
a plenty. 

Moody understands the amazing ride 
NDSU’s is on and what a good story 
is. He should know; he is one. Moody 
joined the Bison as a “preferred walk-on” 
in 2011, which is a non-scholarship posi-
tion. At that time, NDSU saw a number 
of injuries at wide receiver, allowing the 
6-foot-1, 192-pound Moody an oppor-
tunity to step up and contribute. Over 
the past three years, Moody’s role in each 
championship year has changed. This 
past season, he experienced a role rever-
sal as he was battling injuries. 

“It was defi nitely frustrating this year 
just because how competitive it was, par-
ticularity at our position group,” Moody 
said. “You have seven guys playing at 
once, splitting 30-35 snaps a game, and 
all meaningful snaps too, and to be bat-
tling injuries was certainly frustrating.” 

Although injuries hampered Moody’s 
speed during the fi nal two months of the 
season, he was still able to hone other 
skills of his game and contribute to the 
team. 

“This year I had to shift my focus and 
become more detail-oriented in other 
parts of my game,” Moody said. “I just 
wanted to do what I could for the team, 
throw a block or catch a short pass here 
and there.” 
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“The oil activity has 
certainly changed things 
out there. It has its good 
and bads and people can 
argue all they want, but I 
think it has been good.”

– Beach, N.D., native Landon Lechler
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“Every time I go home now 
something is different. 
A few more apartment 
complexes go up, I see a 
Menards is going up, every 
time I go home something 
is changing.”

– Dickinson native Nate Moody


