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Putting the soil back on allows for
additional compaction before applying
the top soil in the spring, according to
Straquadine. Straquadine illustrated how
working with regulatory agencies,
energy companies, land owners and
policy makers can create an
environment for environmental
stewardship. 

“The one thing Alliance follows up on is
a commitment to the land,” Straquadine
said. “We recognize the privileged that
land owners provide us to put in a
pipeline as an easement. Even though
we pay for that right, they continue to
own the land and operate over us. But
the key is the commitment.”

Ness believes executing new ideas and
procedures will continue to address the

variety of issues still at large with
reclamation and proper restoration of
the land. 

“We had some wet springs, some
improvements were made,” Ness said. “I
think using winter installation of
pipeline would be huge. It would allow
us to get more pipe in the ground, stay
out of the land owner’s fields in some
situations. We have more work to do
and I know it will be a major focus for
oil and gas.”

A focus that must continue to innovate,
educate and regenerate.

“North Dakota has been producing oil
since 1951 and has been reclaiming
wells ever since.” Ritter said. “The
process may not have started out perfect

and will continue to see improvements,
but the state has taken great strides.”

Since 1981, more than 6,600 wells
have successfully been reclaimed and
released from their bond and more than
830 are going through the process.
Additionally, pipelines and well sites are
expected to increase 10-fold in the next
25 years, according to the NDIC.

“With as many as 50,000 Bakken wells
and more than 30,000 miles of pipeline
expected to be built over the next 20
years,” said Ritter, “and wells producing
as much as 45 years after that, it won’t
be my generation, or even my children’s
generation reclaiming these sites — it
may be my children’s grandchildren.”  ■
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This aerial photo shows a tanker truck heading towards a fully functional pump producing oil well, in McKenzie County, N.D., on June 12.

North Dakota has
been producing oil
since 1951 and has

been reclaiming
wells ever since. The
process may not have

started out perfect
and will continue to
see improvements,

but the state has
taken great strides.


