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it was working with a large company like
Hess, Hughes said, “We love our
relationship with Hess; they’ve been
great to work with. Everyone worked
together from Plum Energy to CCC
Construction to Triangle Electric to Hess.
Everyone’s been busting their tails to get
this project done.”

The next phase is scheduled for
completion fourth quarter of 2014 and
will be capable of producing 66,000
GPD. Now that most of the pieces are in
place, Hughes and North Dakota LNG is
looking to expanding their market share
further into the natural gas industry.

“I view this as the tip of the iceberg and
look forward to more facilities in the
Bakken region,” Hughes said. “I think
what is happening with natural gas is
exciting and is a wonderful opportunity
for growth.”

Another company that has made
significant investment into the Williston
Basin over the years is ONEOK Partners.
ONEOK has announced nearly $4 billion
for growth projects related to resource
development in the Williston Basin
through 2016, according to Brad Borror,
manager of Communication, ONEOK.

“ONEOK Partners’ Williston Basin natural
gas processing capacity now exceeds
500 million cubic feet per day
(MMcf/d),” Borror said. “That’s five times
more than our processing capacity in the
region was in 2010 — and we expect
that number to grow to more than 600
MMcf/d during the fourth quarter of this
year, when the Garden Creek III plant is
completed.”

Furthermore, ONEOK expects to
complete the Demicks Lake plant, a 200-
MMcf/d natural gas processing facility,
and related natural gas infrastructure,
including natural gas gathering pipelines
and natural gas compression, during the
third quarter 2016. Ground work has
been ongoing at the site since mid-July,
and the foundation work is expected to
be complete before winter sets in.

According to Borror, ONEOK Partners’
Williston Basin natural gas processing
capacity is expected to increase to
approximately 1.1 billion cubic feet per
day by the third quarter 2016 following
the completion of additional natural gas

infrastructure in the region.

“ONEOK Partners is committed to
executing its growth strategy, which
includes announced investments of
approximately $7 billion to $7.5 billion
through 2016 for capital-growth projects
and acquisitions across our operating
areas related to natural gas gathering
and processing, and natural gas liquids,”
Borror said. “Of these investments, nearly
$4 billion are for growth projects related
to resource development in the Williston
Basin.”

Delving deeper into the North Dakota’s
natural gas shift, the connectivity of
agriculture and energy enters the picture.
Hoeven believes the recent
announcement of CHS’s fertilizer plant
will position North Dakota in new ways
that will have a global impact.

“We are working with Cenex Harvest
States to build a multibillion dollar
fertilizer plant,” Hoeven said. “Right now
that fertilizer has to come from India,
getting shipped across the ocean, hauled
to North Dakota on trains. We are at the
end of the line creating costs and
questions about dependability. Think
about producing it here. We are just
barely scratching the surface here.”

According to CHS Inc, the company
expects to invest about $3 billion to
build a plant that will convert natural gas
into fertilizers by the first half of 2018.
The plant will sit on a 640-acre site near
the Spiritwood Energy Park at
Jamestown, N.D., and produce more than
2,400 tons of ammonia daily which will
be further converted to urea, UAN and
Diesel Exhaust Fuel. The fertilizer plant
will be the single largest private
investment project ever undertaken in
North Dakota and the single largest
investment in CHS history.

“With this decision, CHS is taking an
important, strategic step on behalf of its
member-owners by ensuring them a
reliable domestic supply of nitrogen
fertilizers essential to help farmers raise
healthy, profitable crops to feed a
growing global population,” said Carl
Casale, CHS president and chief executive
officer.

With $20-plus billion dollars in energy
related infrastructure investments in the
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